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Construction and application of RecET recombination system in

Zymomonas mobilis

LI Tao, CAO Qing-Hua » WU Yan, TAN Xue-Mei, ZHANG Yi-Zheng
(Sichuan Key Laboratory of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, College of Life Sciences, Sichuan University,
Chengdu 610064)

Abstract: In order to increase the recombination efficiency of foreign genes into chromosome of Z. mobi-
lis, the RecET genes were cloned into the E. coli-Z. mobilis shuttle expression vector pSUZM3a, resul-
ted in pSUZM3a-RecET. The adhA gene encoding the alcohol dehydrogenase and tetracycline resistant
gene were used as the target and the selection marker genes, respectively. The PCR fragments of tetra-
cycline resistant marker with 60bp flanking sequences homologous to adhA were electroporated directly
into Z. mobilis ZM4 cells which harbored pSUZM3a-RecET. After PCR analysis and DNA sequencing,
it was found that the RecET-mediated recombination reaction resulted in adhA gene replaced by tetracy-
cline resistant gene. The result showed that RecET system could make efficient, rapid targeted gene
knock-out with only 60bp homologous arm in Z. mobilis.
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VL BRI Z A T HL A RS B B PR 2T
it 32 MRk 16 % (v/v) Tz pH A K B (pH
3.5~7. 5) AR L WO 2 A BRI i Tl
A PR

TR AR Z. mobilis HRE ) FH #2508 | SR pE
TRV by B V5 B R Ml BR ) T HEAE Tl b 9
FH B RIS 4 A T8 Rl 2 HeF 90 19 32 27 1),
Ry A s FLoR K Y R T e T R AT A A R REE
2005 4ESE WL T X Z. mobilis ZM4 (ATCC31821)
R 4 R DR 200 0 e R A L R G AR R, L
PIZH R /NH 2,056,416 bp. A8 5 A4 N I Bk,
K Z. mobilis W5t A% B PRt T IS AR, H AT
NHTF Z. mobilis FEFH & Tk EERIHAR
A H A R g AR (FLP R V8 4 S5 L o R bR
LR W LB 3L [N (dh A  NADH i S8 3 A ndh
IR T 22 s 2% 8 A DG ik PR 45 ok i 47 ) BB AJF 9 B g 28
R . ok A T KBTI Rac B IAR ET [
VRE ARG RS HE AT AR ) i DR T B S e
S PR EE R A R R RN A A S H AT R AT AR ) el A
T A A W 2 1 B R H R T 2
mobilis YL FH ) HiGE .

RecET F 4G fE08 & 28/ 5l A J [\] U5 7 9] 1Y)
PCR W 1E i A= Wik AT AR E 2. X R 40
iP5 Fh 25 1 Bt RecE F1 RecT 4H A%, 43 51 i &
recE(2,601bp) . recT(810bp) flf 4 fith. RecE B A
5'— 3" XUBE S VI IS L T AR R R A BE R 3
5% i, 1 ReeT J& — Ff B0 55 45 & 85 11 FTIR KR
F. YA A 5 8 20 B, A A [R] 5 B AR R DNA
S FHE S RecE & AR A H P o5 8 B 50 5%
Bge % RecT HEALE AR 358 K, X ssD-
NA ST ORI HCRE B 45 G 9 [R5 3E 47 Tic X
41, X $E L R E AT 4y st L B4 . RecET [ E &
o FT 75 1 [) 5 AR 46 30 ~ 60bp (14 [ 5 B AT S
U= & SN

T Z. mobilis AW KR E — 1815 R &
M rec A RIRIE R R G T L LA R 5)
RAERAR SMERAEA G G ERNE A E A, K
W S —Fh R E RN A EN A A REER
S AHIF G SR FH A S 50 35 b A 1Y) 3 3k A L Al T
DITEIZ B R T ML P vh 3R 38 B RecET R 48, #14%
A BEFEE i) PCR R B 47 s i Ak il L 5 40
HE A e A (] 5 A T B R R TR e A
DAL B3R PRI il A B3 () B A A o o v 0 L PR
(S DR R R G0 A A 5 ) LI 3 Bl R TR iR

% 53 %
T T TR iR 25 FE il
2 MRl5RFE
2.1 ##
2.1.1 EAFHEA Z mobilis ZMA(ATCC31821)

A ARAE AE R [ R B 4145 £ W E. coli DH10B
ARSI ER A7, HF Wk RecET 3 M E. coli
JM109 A Z A7 T BORL se B s KIBAF A — iz
By T BR M TR 2 AR 3R A AR pSUZM3Ba CR & )
H A g A g L A 5 R A T8 Bl N R B
i pZZM402 bW & & A F 8. ok A T ROk
pUCIT8 I i 5 il i w1 T 85 28 i 6 b 10 56 PR L 4
Y I DR Bl - D9 A R I FR il (Pyruvate Decar-
boxylase) % N #) 3 3 T Ppdc, T & RecET
W R G R IK UKL pBR322 kL 4 A % AR AF . H
FraBEK A 1442 bp M9 1Y 3R K Pt o4 3L B (Ter 3
D).
2.1.2 EiRAEFuik RMBFHRE RS g/
L, %% ¥ 20 g/L,(NH,),S0O, 1 g/L,KH,PO, 1
g/L.MgSO, « TH,0 0.5 g/L; RMG k535 5L . iz #f
¥ 5 g/L. % 20 g/L, KH,PO, 1 g/L; [E{&KE
FHEAN AR 1.8%. LB #5353, SOB #; 3 i,
SOC ¥4k, TE 28 i 55 4% BR OS2 560 % 5 ML 7 1%
ic .
2.1.3 XA DNA R F & OMEGA =
fi s BRI Y VD L T4 DNA A EE H Fermen-
tas 2\ ). PrimeSTAR MAX DNA X & @i N
TaKaRa 23 & 77 5.
2.2 FHik
2.2.1 FA&ERAEEZA DNA I E. coli #5348
2 BRI B B4 SO R ) G = D
AT,
2.2.2 314kt AYE NCBIATB Z. mobilis
ZM4 F1 E. coli DH10B 3 41)% %1, & H Primer
5 AT, 1 B T A ST I A A Y
S M HARE.
2.2.3 RBFAu#HE LLE. coli DHI10B JH
MBI, R 514 ET-F f1 ET-R s34 78 1
FERH W recE Ml recT i) RecET R4 & B LK
ET; UL K W AF W-i2 3h & B 5 0 18 28 M o R
pSUZM3a J it . & 51 %) pET-F 1 pET-R 3%
Be # K 5 42 pET, PCR J% Ji & % : PrimeSTAR
MAX DNA B4/ (2>)10 ul, R34 0.5
pL AEH DNA 0.5 pL, il ddH, O & 20 pL A FH.
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PCR )7 4R . 98 CHIZEPE 3 min; 98 CAEHE 10 s,
55 CiB & 155,72 CZEAH 1 min, 3 30 WRAFEF; 785>
FEAH 5 min, PCR =¥ FH 1% BABEME R Ik A, H
(1) 25 28 I Rl W 28 Ak J= 30 4 S R L XL S 91 R 3%

x1 XHRFASIUREER

$E S0 7E B (SLIC)M B SLIC 38 k [z B 1) A
Bt 10pL %4k E. coli JM109., 4515 T & RIFE % 50
pg/mL Y LB S 0 5 BH M v B 5 A A 5 s
WA 1.

IF

|=|
G

il

Tab.1 Primers used for this study
VB ISR 51975 (5'—>3" EIRE i
pET-F tgtaatcgataattcagaggaataa AGGTAGCTTGCAGTGGG
pSUZM3a pET ik 4
pET-R  ggaagagtggtitigtectcat TGCTTACTCCATATAT
ET-F atatatggagtaagca ATGAGCACAAAACCACTCTTCC
RecET ET kBt
ET-R cccactgecaagetacct TTATTCCTCTGAATTATCGATTACA
adh-F1 GAAAAAAGCTTGGATAGCGGCTTATAGCAACGCCACCTGACGTCTAAGAAAC
adh-tet-1 tet-1
adh-R1 CGTTTTCCCTATATTCGCAAGATGTATGTCTGTTCTGCCAAGGGTTGG
adh-F2 TAGCGATCGCCGAATAGAAGGCATGAGAAGAAAAAAGCTTGGATAGCGG
adh-tet-2 tet-2
adh-R2 TAACTTTCTGGATCGTAATCGGCTGGCAATCGTTTTCCCTATATTCGCAAG
A Test-A F CGCTATGTTGAATATGGGCA A R B
TestAR  CTCTCAATCCGCTGCCTT 1y adhA
tet-in F TATCGCCGACATCACCGATGGGGAA
tet-in Ter N HR T 51
tet-in R CGAACGCCAGCAAGACGTAGCCCAG

T /NG PR SLIC B PR P 1 5 1 R e bn U 51 DU 36 22 2k (K 51 4

E.coli DHIOB
Genomic DNA
[Whole plasmid PCR [pcr
RecET
| T4 DNA pol | T4 DNA pol

| Annealing&transformation |

pSUZM3a-RecET
8011bp

B 1 pSUZM3aRecET Ji 4 # & % vk

Fig. 1 Construction strategy of the RecETexpression plasmid

2.2.4 BEHABEEBRE ZM4 kA PCR K B8
AL ELET S A E s R il
Jo 5z B L R P R O AR 3 mL RMG 15 57 56
L 30 CHRFPE KA 597 6 h(HL 5 fk PCR R Bt itk 4T
) 5 o 2H IR A2 85 9% 16 b LI SE BRI IR T &

A 200 pg/mL RAREE R B RM & 455 57 2% I (L
¥tk PCR J B A7 [F] 6 B 4L I ¥ A T & 20 pg/
mL PYFRER ) RMG [ AR SR B .4 d J5 BEHCH
T 7 BRI E

2.2.5 ¥ A A 60bp adhA B R A & v IR
FHRHEARAE RHME PCRM LB —1

P EE L)L pBR322 Jiki A AR, >R 514 adh-F1 A
adh-R1, %48 PCR 724 tet-1; 58 P LI —
YW E PCR =¥ KR, R 51% adh-F2 Al
adh-R2,35 15 PCR 724 tet-2, ¥ # B K 2
FIi 7.

\.adh-F1
[ Tc'gene |
\adh-F2 ! | adh-R1™
| Tcigene | |
l adh-R2™\
Tcgene |
adhATR] 5 (60bp) adhA[R) 5 (60bp)

B2 WA adhA BVRA G TR B o338
Fig. 2 Amplification of Tc" gene flanked with homol-

ogous arms



212 W R FFRCE RHF RO

2.2.6 HABIMBRE LR PCR X% Wik
WA RS R YRR R B A U R PR K
(4 T # 4T PCR %58, 7 adhA FEH [ JEE L
WM T W54 Test-A F Al Test-A R, 5
PO BF 2 B A 519 tet-in F Fl tet-in R P P Q.
XFiEAT PCR 9738 , HEBR B BH M T4, 51 9 i & 4
&l 3.

Test A-F tet-in F
zvazz 7 Tc gene | PR

adhA IR tet-in R adhA [RIJRE Test A-R

H3 TAFT5RIINHEETER
Fig. 3  Position of primers used for identification
of recombinants

2.2.7 pSUZM3a-RecET s # 4 & B Fp
AadhA-ZNM4 B ¥ F 3 mL AR 88 R 1
RM K 35 36, # B T 37 C 85 3%, 195 A4 K 2 % 5y
(CRE =AW 5. EHEMN 120 /v FHW
3mL 4T RM BB b FR 24548 20 W fF 1 L
PRV R 104 L B 2000 L BR A U A RM SF- 4z , i
B J5RL T I5R TR Bk

3 4 =R

3.1 pSUZM3a-RecET ik R ta 2
X4 1A A5 3 1) KGR A B 42 (4,608bp) il Re-
cET R4 4 fih H [ ET (3,403bp) #F 47 H ik A6 I
SR UL A Ry 1R 2 38, R SLIC Jy i gtk
BRI ET F Bt A7 8 82 i = Wik
1t E. coli JM109, i F pSUZM3a i 5 Kan 3£ H ,
PN I A R IR 8 2Rt b i e BH PR EE 4 . $E EH
P AT Ok AT PCR ORI D) % 52 . HL Ik ARG ) &%
UL 4 dy 3 M 458, PCR % EAE 3.400bp
SRR SRR . B IO RN — 3 R AT BamH 1
BG4 7 A ORL, 45 B AE 8.000bp Ab Y B AE
SN, 5 WO KD — 30 UE B pSUZM3a-Re-

cET 215 BUR A4 HE 1E 5.
3.2 & RecET RIZXFHZ 3 & B B M & B
a3z

R YA ik PR 2 N A R S A L FRATT SR A
#H 1) pSUZM3a-RecET 7&K i AT B H 34 5 J5 . K
e PO R, R AL T R A Z. mobilis
ZMA Btk 7R S A 200 pg/mL BRI R RM
P N B G SN ER RV SEEU R I R A
W% N Z. mobilis ZMA-ET, FH T F — & 143k
PR e A R

# 53 %
bp M 1 2 3 4
~—nn
7443 (-
4254 sl
3742 | — - bier

B 4 %k 4 pSUZM3a-RecET # PCR Aefig by % 2

M:x-EcoT14 | digest DNA Marker; ki 1. 20485 28 F B

2:ET J#E%;:S:PCR %%F%;/LBLLMH 1 V:MEUJ

Fig. 3  Gel electrophoresis of PCR identification and
restriction enzyme analysis of the pSUZM3a-
RecET expression vector

M: AEcoT14 1 digest DNA Marker; 1: pSUZM3a PCR

fragment; 2: ET fragment; 3: PCR identification; 4.

pSUZM3a-RecET-BamH [

3.3 TeEBERBEMRA

KW AT 2 B R BV A adhA
[ To 560 B, A B BRI EE) Z. mo-
bilis ZMA-ET B AR FIEF AR Y ZM4 X} B, 28 50 R
B IR BB A 20pg/mL W R R () RMG 1
Me L sE b+ 45 R R, R ZM4-ET Wk &
AL TR BR TR AR Rt s 4l
PR V& L B AR R ZMA X BORRE R B A . & =
WEESLES L, ZMA-ET Bk EA FHRER K 6
+2 4~/600ng Tc” DNA. X i i 2 (1 8 24 7 17
B PCR i 38 A1 48 52, R AN [ 51 9 #F 17 PCR
B, BP A B ZM4 % ] Test A-F Fl Test A-R 3|9
HAEY I A R/ 1,582bp, 1 kA T 3K
A 0 5 TR R SR AR [R5 0 205 9 38 1 454 K
/NI 1,846bp, 5 HL Uk 45 B 58 2 AH AT (& 5 5 8
H 7). MK THAHSIY tet-in F fl tet-in R
Bt 5514 Test A-F Fl Test A-R 43 5l it % i3
1 PCR [ R B o A 7 & Az 5 R 3 98 A8 A rh A
Red g 2 (| 5 48 1.3.5 38). X IrA S EI0
AT Y ST 5 B Sl B A%
fEFRHPE B R 100 %6, X BEEE LRI . T S H
5 adhA BEHEE T EHREHA LR KA H N Z.
mobilis ZM4-SCUO01).
3.4 EREHRRET adhA EE PCR =4l 5

o

PLZ7E T bk DNA S BERL, R ] Test A-F F
Test A-R A5 it47 PCR, X =4yt 47 90 . )
JF a5 R WoR 78RR A B (52353 adh A 5
PRI Bl 2 4 Ry Ter BE IH (J5] 6).
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BS5 XARRHASFARERET
PCR %2

1,3,5,7 Jkii . X H 519 Test A-F Fl tet-in R.tet-in F il tet-

in R.tet-in F fil Test A-R, Test A-F il Test A-R D) 245 {4

SREHL Y PCR 07IE 52,4, 6,8 Yk I8 « AH W (1) B A= A ZM4 534

X s M:A-EcoT14 1 digest DNA Marker

Fig. 5 Gel electrophoresis of identification of gene

AR AT 0

replacement mutant using different combina-
tions of primers
1, 3,5, 7: PCR amplification using different primers; 2, 4,
6, 8: wild ZM4 control; M: A-EcoT14 1 digest DNA Marker

3.5 RecET FiX & HIHHE B
R T B S R e B BR P A9 RecET 3%

ik i
R AEAN IS IR I8 % 3K A9 RML 0 1R 5 97 3 v 3 22

AGCGGCTTATAGCAA(HCCACET CACCTETA

s AR

AR 20 W, WM B J5 Uk Al T 200 pg/mlL Kan
RSP RS T BT A A BB AR S L SRR LU T AR IR AT T
W PCR P44 ET Fr Bt 15 A 2R =0 500 (45 R R
W70 Ul B TR 8 5 4 T BR. [R) IR A% AR 9 B
WL T IR A A RE ARG BT R 5 B e
TR F R Ter 3k (5 BE 0% £2 G 38t 1% L IE W] RecET R 4¢
VT BT AR A5 1 58 742 bk RE 8 2 15 X LT ki 44 K
Z. mobilis ZM4-SCUO01-1).

4 7

ABIFSE N T — R | TR (5 (4 42 Bl & I M
T A S PR () 05 6 2 7 ik FAE N Y RecET 40 &
e, SRR IR T R AT IS Bk
M 22 R 2 18 #F K pSUZM3a-RecET, ¥ RecET
BT Zomobils [ B PN R R R B HE K S 30 F P
T AT H A R IR FE RecET B4 RS HY
KB A R EVE R Te B AT LY Z. mobils B4
R adh A KA B A5 TS 58 28 T AR AR5 T
VU PR R PUE (BT Y BF R Ve B A 3] 20 pg/ml) , [F] B
S8 T AR R Y 5 A

[CCAACCETTGGCAGAACRIGACATACAT CTTGCE

i I\ {
“WMAJ\MA/‘M[\M o m‘l Wi/

| adhA L3

adhA T |

B 6 EEXEARAadhA KRR 5

Fig. 6 Sequencing ofadhA from knockout mutant

TEEHGE I H N T Z. mobilis 3 [H
B iR AL A R R R 29 1. 3kb [R] IR
Y5 SacB He R 3F 47 [ U5 41 58 e o Al 3 5 5OR
FH JE T2 A8 T8 ham A i TR SKe 3 vy 28 78 Bk 1)
CEEE A DL AR AR R GOk T i R 2
B e A K [ R A 4 (2 1kb) (1 34K, 2
Zat Z2 R U) V% HE A BB, B X R TR B IR
T YR EE R BT 0 F R AR i 2 RCR AR AN
B  ANEAHT ZML 2 EMGE. BB R
TE IR R T oK B BEBE A7 5UFr M E AL B R X Z.
mobilis YEATIER TLIE A1) RecET T4 R 4
AT H B E A E NIRRT . AR TES A
RecET ik it ki (4 1 20 ZM4 b 3 A7 250 )
() PCR 2t Fr BB AT, 7 @il B 80 58 B8 1) ) B 5 A
AE % Fo i 388 1% A AN R A

pSUZM3a-RecET ik it ki 76 /1 7 1 & 56 L

FREHZ )5 A AT 2 e R IA P B A
Xt LR AT ORI B R W/ ZMA (A B . SR
SDS- e ik i ¢ 20U H Ab 1 A8 5 R 3R kT AT R
THBR 0% 07 i 247 i fk, 6 & A pSUZM3a-Re-
cET Rk UKL 1Y ZM4 (6 & T e il B 41 T
(37 CHAEA I 1) B 57 2 IR i 38 BR 77 SDS (- —
foe i TR B L {EL B 5 SDS B A e 2> #
0. 005 %6 » ZM4 T A fig Az 4 o BIVIJE 12 58 W5 R 114 T
. R P e L 2 L O R T BR BURL I L A
BN BB 2z P A5 T v R 22 LA 2 JORE T
B3 B0 e . SR P e I B R R S A AR T Ik L Ak
DRBORE B4 52 W i I T G A A [R)I  il  EO
RRATRE FE B RIRERERIEN A0 T .4
i 20 AU L B0 17 S A5 X BRI AT R A5 B I BR BORE
F1% e [A] B 980 5% 748 TR B

it RecET [APRE 24 R 48 . il KA [R) BpE Cn
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%55 %

AHED AR 15 AH G 5 R RN 22 0 Can 3 k) % fifk ity 56 1A
OBl b Tl 55 0 o i 5L R 45 22 s 5 A 1 5 PR J 24
BAE Z. mobilis Yok, IR 8 R ) R G
Bl P RecET T4 R4 Jyia dh 4 1% 20 5 A
A g R TR IR L DA R A R L A TR Y

AT BEE T LA
S % 3Lk :
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