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Anti-cancer gene silencing of phosphorothioate siRNAs
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Abstract; At present, there is no chemical system for efficient synthesis of stereospecific phosphorothio-
ate siRNAs (PS-siRNAs), this research designed the modified siRNA to target PLLK1 for cancer thera-
py, enzymatically synthesized Rp phosphorothioate siRNAs (Rp-PS-siRNAs) with ATPaS, CTPaS,
UTPaS by T7 RNA polymerase, and studied the differences between the nat-siRNAs and PS-siRNAs in
serum stability and gene silencing activities. The data showed that the phosphorothioate modification in-
troduced by the enzymatic catalysis could significantly improve the serum stability of siRNA while con-
serving the siRNA interference efficiency. Therefore, the Rp-PS-siRNA via enzymatic synthesis is of po-
tential properties for developing siRNAs as biomedical research tools with a longer half-life in gene silen-
cing.
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R 40 B o i At b BRI 100 umol/ L DNA
BAREIR KK, 20 pmol /L DNA XUgE. (R 355 SR
ZIMALS A5y 4L 3UEE DNA LR A 3851 90 5215
B R BT 37 CoRIB S & (Rl & i iE
SAE RNA FI % RNAL AU RNA A]JE AL
B5). b5 H DNA i [ 744k DNA 4, RNase T1
o3 RNA — 28851 GGG 343 , IF R B 057
PBERH RV O WEEDTTE 15 AR D8 1k 17 R L Al Ak
e s 1205 00 A A% 1 3R D5 M ok i v e P, K A T
it ) 2 3 R 8 B



366 Wl K FFHRCAH RFF 0O

%57 &

*£ 1 A siRNA i DNA #4155 51

Tab. 1

Sequence of DNA template for siRNA synthesis

oligo-1
oligo-2
PLK1 siRNA 1 .
oligo-3

oligo-4

oligo-1
oligo-2
PLK1 siRNA 2 .
oligo-3

oligo-4

oligo-1
oligo-2
PLK1 siRNA 3 S
oligo-3

oligo-4

oligo-1
Negative control oligo-2
sIRNA oligo-3

oligo-4

5'-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGAGATCACCCTCCTTAAATATT-3'
3'-CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCTCTAGTGGGAGGAATTTATAA-5'
5'-AAAGATCACCCTCCTTAAATACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC-3'
3'-TTTCTAGTGGGAGGAATTTATGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAG-5'

5'-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGGGATCAAGAAGAATGAATATT-3'
3'-CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCCCTAGTTCTTCTTACTTATAA-5'
5'-AAGGATCAAGAAGAATGAATACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC-3'
3" TTCCTAGTTCTTCTTACTTATGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAG-5S'

5'-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGGGAGAAGATGTCCATGGAATT-3'
3'-CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCCCTCTTCTACAGGTACCTTAA-S'
5'-AAGGAGAAGATGTCCATGGAACCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC-3'
3"-TTCCTCTTCTACAGGTACCTTGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAG-S'

5'-GATCACTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGTTCTCCGAACGTGTCACGTTT-3'
3'-CTAGTGATTATGCTGAGTGATATCCCAAGAGGCTTGCACAGTGCAAA-5'
5'-AATTCTCCGAACGTGTCACGTCCCTATAGTGAGTCGTATTAGTGATC-3'
3" TTAAGAGGCTTGCACAGTGCAGGGATATCACTCAGCATAATCACTAG-5'

x2

siRNA F 75

Tab. 2 Sequence of siRNA

Nat-siRNAs

PS-siRNAs

Lk IEHE 5-AGAUCACCCUCCUUAAAUAUUS'
SIRNA'1 g7 w8k 3-UUUCUAGUGGGAGGAAUUUAU-5'

bk EXEE 5-GGAUCAAGAAGAAUGAAUAUU-S'
siRNA 2 7 4% 3'-UUCCUAGUUCUUCUUACUUAU-5'

PLK1 1F X 4%E 5'-GGAGAAGAUGUCCAUGGAAUU-3’
sIRNA' 3 5 % 3'-UUCCUCUUCUACAGGUACCUU-5’

N =/ N T SOTTOTTOA (O /
Negative 1E X4k 5-UUCUCCGAACGUGUCACGUUU-3

control SIRNA 7 £ 3" JUA AGAGGCUUGCACAGUGCA-5'

5'-AxGA*UxCx AxCxCxCx UxCxCx U Ux Ax Ax AxUx AxUxUx-3'
3/-UxUxUxCxUx AxGUxGGGA*GGA* AxUxUxUx AxUx-5'
5'-GGA*UxCrx Ax AxGr Ax AxGA* AxUxGAx AxUx AxUxUx-3'

3" UsUxCxCxUx AxGUx U Cr U U Cx U U AxCx U U Ax U5
5'-GGA*GA* AxGA*UxGU*CxCx AxUrGGA% AxUxUx-3'
3'-UxUxCxCxUxCxr U UxCr Ux AxCx AxGGUx AxCxCx U Ux-5'

5" -Un UsCxUrCrCrGA* AxCxGU*GUxCx AxCxGUxUxUx-3'

3"-UxUx Ax AxGA*GGCxUx UxGCx AxCx AxGUxGCx Ax-5'

Cx TR TR a BERR AL s S TR I 1 BT LA

2.2.2 PLKI1 siRNAs #= PLK1 PS-siRNAs #5 f2
FRE A MR E 5 pmol/L nat-siRNA 8f PS-siR-
NA 43515 50 % 2k 1i3E (FBS) A BUR &394 .
CE T 37 CAKEEHIFE. 0.1.2.4.6.8.12 1
24 WINSFISBR 2 L B 5 L FE, 12, 52042 PE R
PR IO Mg B Fe i DK ARG D siRNAL B PS-siRNA 11 58]
At Image J 370 B = 0k S 3R 55 1) ¢ B {H
It Origin B4 .

2.2.3 mAIEARG LR FiE B HepG2
AL CATCC 4D LA 5 10° 20 it /FL 1Y %5 i 4 b
F 96 FLAZUEEFRA T, IS 102 R4 I iE (FBS,
Gibco) BB B 35 2 (DMEM, Hyclone) fE 37 °C

5% CO2 £ F155% 12 h. M4 Lipofectamine
2000, Lipofectamine 3000, Ribofect #% 4% iz 3 il
Rfect /N i i 4L i 700 09 T Z U B A4, 7 28 6
FAM FEF Y sIRNA L2 4 10 nmol /L) 5
ORI [l A e i RTR & 350 )5 5 F HepG2 2
JL 4 b B8 R 3 96 O I AU A L A ek
ESiP L e

2.2.4 qRT-PCR 2#F 7& qRT-PCR 434, H]
RNA $2 BG5S 2 BUE RNA J5 . i 5% ik
H& A cDNA. AR 5 A 28 PLK1 mRNA (Gen-
Bank J¥ 5 5 NM _005030) Fl GAPDH mRNA
(GenBank J¥ 5 % NM _002046) 1% )% %1, ¥ it
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PLK1 #1 GAPDH A1 PCR 5|#) (% 3). Bi)5 .
A1 pl cDNA fE R84, i Ex-Taq /i (Takara)
X PLK1 #il GAPDH 47 PCR §"#. 95 “C s 4
55395 C X5 .55 °Cx10 5,72 'C <10 s "3 40 4>
595 °C <10 5,60 “CX60 .97 Cx1 s —4

WG RO E 2. FIH P G LCI6 ik, IR
FH GAPDH mRNA £ R IR 2 % i, R H
ACT 72 PLK1 mRNA B AHXT 5 &, 85
Al 2R A HTESE T PCR 7240 i 4 S k.

*x3 slIHF5
Tab. 3 Primer sequence
EA i nALEIE7] AEELY]
PLK1 5'-ACCTACGGCAAATTGTGCTT-3' 5'-CTCTCCCCGTCATATTCGACT-3'
GAPDH 5'-CAGGAGGCATTGCTGATGAT-3' 5'-GAAGGCTGGGGCTCATTT-3'

2.2.5 FAORPESH R RENE BT
& PMSF 19 RIPA 24 $2 BUR & A5, 1 H
BCA 1 3 212070 60 W0 45 A i A 6 2 1 vk
JE. F 10% SDS-PAGE BEZHLIK /0B 15 pg EIE
FIRESL (200 V HLyk 1h) 6 36 kD GAPDH 4 [ il
68 kD PLK1 M SDS-PAGE #4585 0. 2 um
PVDF fi& | (3K 514 F 2200 mA 4K 2 h). 5%
JRBE DA £ 1 h 5,4 Cid &M H anti-PLK1 #t
R s TR, 1 ¢ 2 000 7B Al anti-GAPDH
ik GREAFEREPTIR, 1 ¢ 5 000 #Bg). A TBST ¢
PRIRLL T 5 2 000 f i B LU 481 4 i) s B L SR A
IgG-HRP HitiF il -4t Bl 1eG-HRP Hofd , 2 i
H Pt 1 h 5 H ECL fb2f &bk i 7 B 4o, L
ERILH GAPDH 8 F1E N WIS % brif, 14
— VSR FE I ] PLK 28 A A AE T 3580k 5.
3 GER5ITR
3.1 nat-siRNAs #0 PS-siRNAs B IpEERH A B

wmE 1 FrR, B T7 8 A B RSN 57 G R
siRNAs, I 12. 5 Y0 AEARPE 5 74 s Ik i 458 Je v Ik A6
DUHE i B 2 B RN e e e A5 81 T 4l B 3 = Y PLK
nat-siRNAs il PLK1 PS-siRNAs.
3.2 PS-siRNA MiEFEE i

AR A AE M AN R R B 3 55 siIRNA 4%
PR TR 1 o (ol LR A A R J5 AN 5 3% B K S i
BEfRIT AT R A RN O T Sk E A2 & iy PS-
SiIRNAs 2 75 AE 1 58 siIRNA k% B2 BB P L4
nat-siRNAs Fl PS-siRNAs [fil 7 4 5 M 19 2% 5 2
BN, N 2 PR, B B R Y IE K, PS
siRNAs [ # 4y 1 B B & T nat-siRNAs A9 4%
.5 FBSIEE 24 h )5, ¥REIA KR siRNAL it
721, 51 % B, Fl 431 PS-siRNAL gk 71. 6%
(P<< 0.01), [alit, PS-siRNA2 fl PS-siRNA3 ()3

A MR TAEXT B Y nat- siIRNAs(68. 37 %

A
5L Y
ase Base
x\ﬁf x\;j
(I) OH | OH
O=1i“—0' O=l|’—S'
Base Base
O OH OH
e i
PO PS
B Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs

30bp
20 bp _
Marker 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

A 1 PLKI nat-siRNAs #= PS-siRNAs #9 35 % 4%,

L. BRI B SE R R TR 45 40 7 3 1815 B. PLK1 siR-
NAs KR 25bp; VKIE 1.5 KRR 57 siRNA JF51; 7k 18 2.6 2
SIRNA1 J551 5 7k 38 3.7 9 siRNA2 751 JGH 4.8 7 siRNA3 ¥
5.

Fig. 1 Synthesis of PLK1 nat-siRNAs f1 PS-siRNAs

Structure of phosphothioate oligonucleotides; B. The
length of PLLK1 siRNAs supposed to be 25 bp; lane 1 and 5 are
non-specific siRNA; lane 2 and 6 are siRNAI1, lane 3 and 7 are
siRNA2; lane 4 and 8 are siRNA3.

versus 32. 27%., P < 0. 01; 63. 99% versus
19.05%, P<< 0. 01). X £ HAEEAE A LK) PSsiR-
NA fE WL PE 8 58 sIRNA A4 1L 75 2 5 M, Wi AT
YER siRNA [fEFFIE R ASER: sIRNA (9510, h
SIRNA SEBUIH S CR SR HEaT B ME . O siIRNA Il
PRI FIFGHT Z500F 2 A B4 1 BRI e S A,
3.3 HLAFIIHIE

HT T A ] A a0 A 26 A [) 104 1 2 v Jod A s
TR S A ) 248 B A X A ] P G i ) SR A
SAHEIRL. S T i R A AR HepG2 1) e £
) X L G DU K] Lipofectamine
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2000, Lipofectamine 3000, Ribofect #% 4% i | f
Riect /MR e G il 50 1 e Je ROR AT T 40 Hr fn
M. 25 R AanK 3 i, 5 Lipofectamine 2000, Li-
pofectamine 3000, ribofect % YLisl 5| it 5% YLK A

Ft s Riect 7N i s G o500 (04 P e i e K. DRI
TE 5 221 FE R RS H R A Riect 5% 4350k
1% nat-siRNAs Fll PS-siRNAs.

A C
Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs Nat-siRNAs PS-siRNAs
______ R [ ——

‘2412642 10MO 1 246 1224/h

—s—nat-siRNA1
—*—PS-siRNA1

241264 2 10MO0 1 246 1224/

241264 2 10MO 1 246 1224/h

—s—nat-siRNA2
——PS-siRNA2

Percentage of residual siRNA/%
wn
S
v

S

2\2100 ‘W i\e 100
LN
Z " Z
% \ % E
g 50 3 50
e e
8 &
5 i H
g 0 E 0
310 15 20 25 5
Time/h

Time/h

15 20 25 5 10 15 20 25
Time/h

B 2 nat-siRNAs 5 PS-siRNAs & fo i 4 2 4
A. nat-siRNA1 55 PS-siRNA1 #) o 7544 2 # B, nat-siRNA2 %5 PS-siRNA2 4 fn 7% #4 2 # ; C. nat-siRNA3 5 PS-siRNA3 #) do 7544 2

M. ZHBREARERE, HBKE T Z Rk 5 K5,

Fig. 2 Serum stability of nat-siRNAs and PS-siRNAs
A. Serum stability of nat-siRNAI and PS-siRNA1; B. Serum stability of nat-siRNA2 and PS-siRNA2; C. Serum stability of nat-siR-
NA3 and PS-siRNA3. Bars represent the standard deviation, Data collected from three independent experiments.

A B C

B 3 R A% F X 69 45 e sk Fad ik
A. Lipofectamine 2000;B. Lipofectamine 3000;C. Ribofect #4471 D. Rfect /MZEREE YLi 5.
Fig. 3 Comparison of different transfection reagents
A. Lipofectamine 2000; B. Lipofectamine 3000; C. ribofect transfection reagent; D. rfect small nucleic acid transfection

3.4 nat-siRNAs #0 PS-siRNAs §4& E i BA R
it BAHCHTTE R B - k225 U B 1Y PS-siR-
NA Gl ARG Y HHEEP iR 5 KR siR-
NA A AR, S 1T IR ABEAR G ) PS-siRNA
T F P R sSIRNA LI AR E 1 1 [] I 5 J2 75 52 Wi
siRNA 2491168, Rl qRT-PCR Ml Western
blotting &8 E &= IME M LA T nat-siRNA Fl
PS-siRNA ({1 K T BRASCR. 45 R an&l 4 s, 78
mRNA /K I, DI PBS 41 1 o % B 41, 24 25
nmol/L siRNA1 {#i PLK1 ) mRNA ik & &1
45 Yo it , 2550 B 1Y PS-siRNAL B & T 43. 2% 14
PLK1 mRNA; [f]H}, PS-siRNA2 il PS-siRNA3
FLDA T BR 0 M A A L T X B Y nat-siRNAs
(38.7% versus 46. 2%; 20% versus 27%). 1r4&

5 K F |, PS-siRNA1L, PS-siRNA2 5 PS-siR-
NA3 {1 H0 3% P 44T XF 0 B9 nat-siRNAs,
(61.1% versus 61. 9% ; 63. 06% versus 55. 2% ;
20. 3% versus 25. 6 %) . 5By % H & B A 4R
SR siRNAs 8% PS-siRNAs {#i PLK1 mRNA F
PLK1 2 T 0 A X e 1k &3 1 3% T . Horpr, 4%
FIENE BT SR 1 550 2 fFE R DR S
PEAHRL, BB E M & TR 751 3 1) RNA THak
R IR R T R —FE P A AN [R] e o A HLA AN [ 1)
FERTTERSCR  dE T EIE T siRNA F 8 53 1 8
BipE. 1AM, 5 nat-siRNAs # H . PS-siRNAs [#)45
SEPET RS A i AE A, R UL, 3 i A AR
Y& 5 3 BB BEAE A RE IR siIRNA 3
RICER S PR S ity I, S8 38 PR3 I siRNA [ I 7
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FRENE JER PS-siRNAs B O FISCR R rEsoiny r iR At al ETE.

FREEaf A B K, S PS-siRNAs B T i 14 2 96

A

Control

V77 Nat-siRNA
[_Ips-sikNa

Relative PLK1 mRNA(% of PBS control)

DA

0

PBS Rfect non-specific sequebcel sequebce2 sequence3
sequence

120 EControl
V7] Nat-siRNA
100 L l:IPS-SiRNA

80 |

60

S

40

20 [0

Relative PLK1 mRNA(% of PBS control)

0 PBS Rfect non-specific sequebcel sequebce2 sequence3

sequence

B 4 PLKI nat-siRNAs #= PLK1 PS-siRNAs #9 3 B T % 50 %

A. mRNA /K |, PLK1 nat-siRNAs 1 PLK1 PS-siRNAs 3 E TR B, C. /KT |, PLKI nat-siRNAs fl PLK1 PS-siRNAs
I SEEPI TR A 5 1. PBS; 2. Rfect #3485 ; 3. JEHE R nat-siRNA; 4. nat-siRNAL; 5. nat-siRNA2; 6. nat-siRNA3; 7. JEHERME PS-
siRNA; 8. PSsiRNAL; 9. PSsiRNA2; 10. PS-siRNA3. $EIEE T 3 RIS 3L, « . P<<0.05; % % ;. P<<0.01.

Fig. 4 Gene silencing effects of PLK1 nat-siRNA and PLK1 PS-siRNA

A. Gene silencing effects of PLK1 nat-siRNAs and PLK1 PS-siRNAs at the level of RNA; B, C. Gene silencing effects of PLK1 nat-
siRNAs and PLK1 PS-siRNAs at protein level; 1. PBS; 2. Rfect reagent; 3. non-specific nat-siRNA; 4. nat-siRNA1; 5. nat-siRNAZ2; 6.
nat-siRNA3; 7. non-specific PS-siRNA; 8. PSsiRNAT; 9. PS-siRNA2; 10. PS-siRNA3; Data were collected from three independent ex-

periments; * P<C0.05; » x ;. P<C0.01.

4 7 i

bt 1 1 siRNA 254 Patisiran [1E =0 1l
HA FE U BR G PE A KR siRNA FE P siR-
NA J73Z N FH T EERIEIT 07 F12 WA OC k.
5T F B, X nat-siRNA A [R] 3 A 351745 [ 19 16
2B ORRI R B 3N sk R AR sIRNA )% R il
Ptk IR 55 22 A AN 24 9 2 A8 2 ol LA B
RNA THEALH AR50 TR sIRNA. [ 5 T
BRIEE. o B AR R R S = sIRNA (1)
R TR BB T8 ) 32 I FH T 35k DR g i 4 2 R i R
R SEM G TR IR 2 (PS) 2 B A
FAER, H] 2 Sp Fl Rp PR A [6] 1 45 0 e 5
PR R fh 25 B PS-siRNA B 38 3 23153 51 2
AT BT PS-siIRNA 1R A ¥, T 52
RNA FHEALH] o ol L PR A B 06 7 5 KR siRNA
Y ECHIG. 51k A B He B & B mT 75 31 2
A = A% R B AR P25 5 R ) Rp-PS-siRNA
gl ). oA T LIRS R B U A N AN
(B A SCEFXHEIE 16 97 #E 5 PLKL. 53 T 3 &4
Sk siRNA 41, i ATPaS, CTPaS, UTPaS

T7 RAEBHRING A BT BB i Rp-
PS-siRNA, # %% T PLK1 nat-siRNAs Fl PLK1
PS-siRNAs [l 7 & %2 P A1 3 PR 0 2R 96 1 ) 25 55
PE. S5 A 38 L WAL AR 6 L =X B AU
WRRETE AN sIRNA 3P UTBR IS M L il T, 2
FERR ) SIRNA W IME RS R P, B A2 5 By
PS-siRNA 7]/ & siRNA i )57 F 1% =0, L) ZE K
SIRNA B AEYIE P = 0], JF 4 sIRNA DL H T
TIIRER%IR i) A= 900 245 1) 60 3 0 A 0 5 2 i R A 9 25
FEBSFIRN FH — A B 3eml. Har, R4 siRNA 24
WIRIF 40088k T SRR BK A58, T ol ke ik 2 )
WA AE A, U I BRKOE SR TR [ PR YR YT A
REIR B IAPRIAA” IR BEE A A BT ek
R85 5, siRNA 259 1 H 55 48 Cln i 41
PE G5 S AR % R A W2 B T Il sIRNA
W A AR R 3R 45 R e ) i 56 = AR 257700
Hifi b R Iy
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