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Ribozymes based self-cleavage sgRNA and its application in gene editing

SHAN Ce, LI Zhong-Han
(College of Life Sciences, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064)

Abstract: Currently, sgRNAs are usually transcribed by type [l promoters in CRISPR/Cas9 system,
which makes it difficult to achieve tissue-specific and time-specific expression. Cytotoxicity is an addi-
tional concern for constitutive transcription of small RNAs. In this paper, we designed an intron-based
approach for sgRNA expression by type [l promoters, which uses ribozyme switches to facilitate sgRNA
release from the spliced intron. We designed three combinations of "ribozyme-sgRNA-ribozyme" at both
ends of sgRNAs to release them through the self-cleavage of ribozymes. The results indicated that the
design of HHRz-sgRNA-HDVRz could correctly release sgRNA from the intron, and the released
sgRNAs could achieve gene editing in human cells. Our finding demonstrated that an intron-based
sgRNA expression cassette was compatible with type ]I promoters and ribozyme switches could be used
to facilitate sgRNAs release for gene editing.
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T T DS 3 N T B A il — 4> sgRNAM 5
Cas9 JE 1§ Cas9-sgRNA & & ¥y 52 B 5 [H 4% 44,
sgRNA (%% 538 % >R ] Pol- [l Ji 3hF, {H L 7 ik
FETE— SRy B, — D7 TH U6 J5 8l F R W23k
/N RNA W 33U #5553 — Jy i ek se it
A LVRR S RN )RR S R i T st Wk, 3T
—FP T Pol-11 Ji 2l 1 sgRNA 4% 5% 7 i
BAFI L, AT H A sgRNA F7 51 85 ik 4
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sgRNA [ B . 5 22 P 1 OC i 1) 0 02 52 31
sgRNATEN & FH i B IS YI. g eizn) i, A
CAE sgRNA By I T A%, F I B 359
DIRRE R SE 9 sgRNA NN 35 7 rh Bl FR AT 3
# 7 Hammerhead Ribozyme (HHRz), Hepatitis
deta virus Ribozyme (HDVR2z) #il Ul4 snRNA {E
R 1E T, Hammerhead # i (HHR2) /& 48
P TR RNA RS —A A R BT UIZ, K
/NFE 50 ~150 A7 IR Z 8], J& F /N4y T A% .
HHR il s 5 i SOS SC B A B e — R s iy 3 1)
BN S RN T E R B A -, OF BAT =M B HES )y
K /N HHRz | =~ 25 P48 B 14 36 2 vt
MR, IEH ol 5 HAr RNA JER— 8, S8 H
PRIFA 35 5 v B

HDV & HBV f—4> RNA T H#EE, A5 H
PRIF AL R R 254 38 AV R BRI 51 37 0 11
KRS 55 4, Uld snRNA g J&—Fhal L 3% 55
PIn) RNA. Ul4 snRNA ZF7FE7E T Hsc70 #g &
HWNE T 5.6.8 i/ RNA, R SN & 1 h
RNA ) B E 3 DI AR

MR = Fh A ) FRATTHE sgRNA 1 P
BT T =R A (5'-37) : Ul4-sgRNA-Ul4,
HHRz-sgRNA-HDVRz, HHRz-sgRNA-HHRz,
7 A8 M sgRNA 1 ) RE PR, b &b 2% £ 1Y
sgRNA N2t i EREUE A R copGFP HE[A 1Y
sgRNA. ¥ixX = Fi 2 548 A Flipo IERE H N
& 7, i 54 RT-PCR, Western iIF B HHRz-
sgRNA-HDVRz 217 BEAS S B sgRNA {9 1E ) B
HOF BARE Wi J5 8 ) k. I Bk FACS i
T7 ENI cleavage assay 43 #riE Bl HHRz-sgRNA-

HDVRz 40 & B sgRNA B#E 5 SpCas9 45 &
S copGFP JE B A R, SEgn a6 3R W i
HHRzsgRNA-HDVRz BB & v LLFE N &5 F
HORSICAT S5 DK 4 DI R Y sgRNA, AT AT DL 52 81
Pol- 11 J3 2l ¥ J& s sk iy H .
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2.1 #RFKF

NERIE S 41 2 HEK 293FT,DMEM bas-
ic B33k (Gibeo, C11995500BT) , i 41 1fiL 3 ( Nato-
cor, NTC-HK009) , ¥t 2 #-41 H B 7 (Gibco,
15240-062) , 7 4L i % Doge Fect (P52 Je it A=
W,23427-01)  Mir-X miRNA First-strand synthe-
sis {7 & (Takara, 638315) . 4 ifg 24 f# % M-PER
(Thermo scientific, QJ222436) , GAPDH #i & (4&
% ,R1208-3) , Flag #i{ 1A (Sigma, F1804-50 UG),
Anti-rabbit — ¢ (Invitrogen, SA5-10044 ), Anti-
mouse . i (Invitrogen, SA5-10172), polybrene
(Millipore, 638313).
2.2 K i
2.2.1 BmEFeyeE Ak ¥ HEK 293FT 41
Mid% 3X10° RRSLAY R EE AP 2] 12 fLAk b, 255 K
YA T 53] 60 %0 ~70 % ML A BE. ¥ B A BTk pC-
DH-CMV-MCS-EF1l-copGFP 5 43 ¥ & ¥
pPACKHI-GAG, pPACKHI-REV, pVSV-G ##
Brarltt 1.2 2 ¢ 3+ 1 LAl DogoFect % 4y it
293FT . 48 /NI J » Wi 4 F 3 . 4000 r/min #2500
10 min, B 20 8RR 7B Gs 293FT 4 A , 7] Bt
#hn polybrene (Millipore) LYK K 4 pg/ml,
24 h JE ¥ 3 IR IR AR S 57 IR 72 h R 1S
F| copGFP Fa i 235 1Y 41 k.
2.2.2 western blot W H A 40 B A 15 272356
ATV PBS, FHA0AL &) T 40l ¥ T 1. 5 mL
fy EP 45,3000 r/min &[> 5 min. & FE. A
EE I W M-PER (Thermo scientific) ,
WA AT 5] (UK B4 . B 10 min 525 — IR,
R 30 min, HFLFE T 4 °C, 14000 g Bl
20 min, W8 L& IMA 4 X B H LR, 95 CH
5 minfli & [ 78 Pk, SDSPAGE H ¥k 7 25 & A,
23 VIEJEPF 454 30 min, I TBST 19 5%
BERE TRy EF B 1 hy —$0 (Anti-GAPDH 1 = 2000,
Anti-Flag 1 : 1000) T 4 “C yK4f % IR0 & 5 7%
it ( Anti-rabbit 1 : 10000, Anti-mouse 1 :
10000)H #@IFH 1 h, 5.
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2.2.3 RT-PCR Trizol ¥ HCH A 40 M (Y &
RNA, | Mir-X miRNA First-strand synthesis 27|
£ (Takara ,638315) 52 B miRNA A4 545 F1 3" 351
ZRBEAFHAL. FH Guide RNA X1 5 DNA Sy 55
PrALAF SR 3'5191%F (DNA #E4T PCR W
Rl sgRNA FE sA B A Shoxt B AT & b
i) U6 snRNA 5[ #5517 (1 <DNA 347 PCR,
L. 5% BrReWEEER Ik 452 PCR 4. Guide RNA
sequence: GATGCGGCACTCGATCTCCA

2.2.4 T7 ENI cleavage assay fF copGFP A
ZH T DI ENAL AL A 200~400 nt £ 5 14 H]
T PCR. 4-HUH (4940 i 19 2% [N 41 DNAL I I B3t
51 it PCR, Z J5 % PCR P4k 17 2lifk.
Iaifb )5 i) PCR 4 200 ng, 7E PCR AL P ifEf7iR
KALER, ] T7 NUIEEAE PR 15 min J5 85 H AL PR

U6 promoter

Positive control sgRNA

— U14

—sgRNA— U14

HHRz —sgRNA— HDVRz

—sgRNA—— HHRz

HRH — HHRz

5 minZ 1 P A DNA loading f5§ H 10%
TBE PAGE Hijk % 5E.
PCR 5| #): Forward: 5'-CTGTGGTGCCTC-
CTGAACTG-3'
Reverse:5-TCGGTGAAGATCACGCTGTC-3'.
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3.1 IWHRIEIT

Hh TS sgRNA [ IE 6 B, 78 sgRNA 1y
PO T T = A g4l & (5'-3"): Ul4-sgRNA-
Ul4, HHRzsgRNA-HDVRz, HHRzsgRNA-
HHRz, H:if sgRNA J& 2 5 K AE 8 S copG-
FP A3 R 1 sgRNAL B iX = Fh 2 54 A Flipo
FIERZE 1N F 1 3898 sgRNA BRI B0 FiRg
i sgRNA (1438 K 248 68 (B D).

—— Ribozyme —sgRNA— Ribozyme

CAG promoter

SpCas9 aF j NH2-Flipo Flipo-COOH

i

Globin intron

Knock out copGFP

Bl fkEitrg
Fig. 1 Schematic of theintron sgRNA design

Ul4-sgRNA-U14 215551«
tcgetgtgatgatggattccaaaaccattecgtagtttccaccaga
agtgctgtgttggctagttecttecttggatgtetgagegaaGATG
CGGCACTCGATCTCCAgttttagagctaGAAAtage
aagttaaaataaggctagtccgttatcaacttgaaaaagtggcaccga
gteggtgcetegetgtgatgatggattccaaaaccattegtagttteca
ccagaagtgctgtgttggctagttecttecttggatgtetgagegaa.
HHRz sgRNA-HDVR 414751 .
cgcatcCTGATGAGTCCGTGAGGACGAAA
CGAGTAAGCTCGTCGATGCGGCACTCGATC
TCCAgttttagagctaGAAAtagcaagttaaaataaggctagt

ccgttatcaacttgaaaaagtggcaccgagteggtgcGGCCGGC
ATGGTCCCAGCCTCCTCGCTGGCGCCGGCT
GGGCAACATGCTTCGGCATGGCGAATGGG
AC

HHRzsgRNA-HHRz 41 4 751 -

cgcatcCTGATGAGTCCGTGAGGACGAAA
CGAGTAAGCTCGTCGATGCGGCACTCGATC
TCCAgttttagagctaGAAAtagcaagttaaaataaggctagt
ccgttatcaacttgaaaaagtggcaccgagteggtgc TCACGA
GTAAGCTCGTCTGATGAGTCCGTGAGGAC
GAAAgcaccg
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3.2 copGFP 3TEFRILH 293FT ZH R A HD 32

N T #3%2)] copGFP 45 DURAS 2 19 4 I bk » 7 2
XY R A MRS T BB BER B Z e # AL 1 Al
R R BEAPTE 96 FLAR . WA 2 A5 45 2 - J LK AE

B 2 HME copGFP 47 & ik 293FT & etk

g FasE 2k copGFP [ 4N MLtk » SE 1734 (H 4% 5%, Pk
TE—PRANMIE FH T 5 22 5050, 1 B ML i =X 43
HTIE B 5 — bk 40 B bk 19 GFP BH Pk He 4635 3] 96 %
LI E(E 2).

Fig. 2 Construction ofa 293FT cell line that could express copGFP stably

3.3 f%%¥8E copGFP ()53 sgRNA

i# i CRISPR/Cas9 %11 M ) Chttp: //tools.
genome-engineering. org) , £ % A F 41 %} copG-
FP JP9)E17T sgRNA By 1. 1585 R 3l 475 19 PF
SPEGE Y 4 > sgRNA, JF i Bbs [ fiff U) 47 55 8
A3 pX330 Fikifl) U6 Ja 872 5. il it g i
Py 7 K & sgRNA FI Cas9 1y J5T A 4% Yy iiF
copGFP FasE Fik 1 293F T 4 fakk . i ik i 4%

T =AY sgRNA L HI TR 22 328 i it ik
R WIR 4 > sgRNA BIRg R 51X T copGFP
) TR R e IR 0% SOl ) sgRNA Sy H iy
# 2sgRNA. Guide RNA JEHIUNT :
#1:GAACGGCGTGGAGTTCGAGC,
#2.GATGCGGCACTCGATCTCCA
#3.CTGCACGCCATCAACAACGG,
£ 4.GAAGGGGTTCTCGTAGCCGC

A 3 Jhitded copGEP # &%k sgRNA
Fig. 3 Screening for highly efficient sgRNA targeting copGFP
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F, A& Flipo B3Rk i&

AR L S T R A SR A O T
B3N % HFHIE DNA,# T Xho [ #1 Age T P
AEFUI S A B Flipo sk E N & 1.
THRAMAE Flipo Hif A & A% BG4 A ERE NS

TR Flipo 1235 ¥ & 44 1) Flipo-in-
tron fll Flipo-intron %5 % 1K 1@ i 7% Y4 i 51 #5 A
293FT #iififirf, 24 h 5 W4 ifdid i western blot
WEBA Flipo Hifi A &% = Fi B & A EREE TN &
T AN Flipo BYZA (] ).
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Flag-Flipo-intron

NT Vector Ul14 HRH HRHDV

A 4 Western Blot 5 # R4 F # 45 A sgRNA
JG BB @ Wy F AL
Test the expression level of Flipo by
western blot when sgRNA inserting in
its intron

Fig. 4

3.5 #%fg-sgRNA-1ZE54H & 1 HHRz-sgRNA-HD-
VRz A& BEB SN seRNA B IERARE AT
T K A% - sgRN A% 4 4 v sgRNA 1)
SISO B & Bl 4 & B9 Flipo-intron Al Flipo-
intron 25 A i 7% YL i i A 293F T 41 i
24 h J5WCEANHFE B RNA, I3 37 RT-PCR 43
JE B HHRzsgRNA-HDVRz 41 & #] L) 52 8
sgRNA (1 IERf B (& 5).
3.6 HHRz-sgRNA-HDVRz B & 2K sgRNA 8&
B H AR copGFP
T WE B HHRz-sgRNA-HDVRz 4 & B ik
1) sgRNA H A7 T fig ., $ 4f A HHRz sgRNA-
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HDVRz 1) Flipo-intron Fll Flipo-intron 25 {4 5
B3k SpCas9 Y pX330 ki dL#: A copGFP &
FERIBRY 293FT it 6 d Je WA 4 dt A7 i =X
YR 3 A, S R R 5 Flipo-intron %5 # /K AH
H., # A HHRz-sgRNA-HDVRz ) Flipo-intron
R sgRNA RE 5 5 SpCas9 — 2 A7 AL fl Bk
copGEP. 2y T i — 0k B S50 i) LSk, $2 U e
6 d g EE K4 DNA, #d T7 EN1 cleavage
assay 7E DNA 7KF-IE B BEUR) sgRNA BB 5 Sp-
Cas9 25 1255 52 AL A i ([ 6).

Flag-Flipo-intron
Ctrl Vector Ul4 HRHDV HRH

B 5 RT-PCR 9 # W4 F P45 XN sgRNA &
sgRNA # 55 F 45

Test the transcription level of sgRNA by
RT-PCR when it inserting in an intron

Fig. 5

Flipo-intron+tHRHDV-sgRNA

B 6 #m 4A-F 3T breg sgRNA 69 etk
Fig. 6 Test the function of sgRNA that released from intron
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CRISPR-Cas9 HiARREB 7E /N L 4L 47

] B 0 R DR i » LR SR AR A BT AR, 2R
R S R  EN 147 S DD P N e Dl L R N =]
I A B R R By 51 R IR IR B B KR sk
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Bt R e — A BES FE RS 22 Y e A 200
RS TR g ) R G L. LA 1S S R
F, KRZ LA Cas9 AAFGEXTLR , FE5% KA K
Sl Cas9 IR0, DA T3 1) 8 45 32 IR 44 A
() B ). RATAERFIE b & B, M 7E sgRNA (1 7 il
HINABERS A 3K 59 V) A% 8 A6 A
W& ALEE S AN & - IE B BT U H AT D g
(1) sgRNA, 1 HAN 25200 5 8 (1 1) 26k, B2 an
AEW; seRNA Jfi A Cas9 (N T, FRl 2 15 %
ARSI Cas9 Fl sgRNA (1 [w) I 4 42, 4 22 52 g
RO B AL 5 SRS P 4R AR R E R AR SE 50 3 7
B, BAR B sgRNA 5 BH X BROR /)N —
2, BB S B PR R 55  (ELAR G A o B R 10
B 14 5% 08 AR, A AR o N A R OB
sgRNA (1) 35 [H 4 880 R AT Z SR W58 19 77 1)
Z— BRI RN 2 — AT RE S 51533 —
T BE AT G, TR R A e A= AR FH ) AN B ke 5
TAREZ RIS, I AT SR RE R 3L M 2 IR
JETT BE R M AR TR —.
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