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Study on the synthesis and photocatalytic applications of

graphitic carbon nitride with high surface area
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Abstract: Graphitic carbon nitride (g-C;N,) possesses good physical and chemical stability, suitable

band structure and efficient visible light response, which has attracted numerous attentions for photocat-

alytic applications. As heterogeneous catalyst, high surface area can provide abundant reaction sites, in-

crease contact between reactants and catalyst, and enhance mass transfer, which are beneficial for cata-

lytic efficiency enhancement. This review focuses on the preparation and photocatalytic applications of g-

C; N, with high surface area. Two major strategies are reviewed, which are template method for porous

g-C; N, preparation and exfoliation for thin-layer g-C; N, nanosheet preparation. In addition, the photo-

catalytic applications of g-Cs;N, are introduced. Finally, the prospective of g-C;N, is described.
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gCy Ny (1 il g 5 g 5L — gl ooy il B4 2R &
A 3R A UM SO I« = 3 BUe L IR R L IR
SORE]L B T BUBOOR. (H U7 A B Y
g G N, MR ™5, Fir il & 0 dh b 3 1 ALK
AINC=10 m* « g, FE S AHAEAL I . A AR Y
R M AUR R AL RCR A E B R, H R
FRNELAT LA 14 45 22 1) A 2 07 A6 o T EL A )
TR A 55 AR B 4 k) I A% R AR
LNITE TR AR SRy € IS N = e TR A
Cy Ny A il 2 X6 HR A R U, FH B R B, AR
SO g-Co Ny 19 JrUrt i % 26 1F L 5 e Ak 3125 7
2R T m bR A g C N, il 4 . R HoE
AR I FHATE 5 32 8 A8 g 2 M o
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FHARE Z A sgm. [ et E R R G SR, F
FHBEAR R i % 2 £l g-Co N, Al A 24 & H R i
FLOEAh, BFIE N D1 220k R0 A 880 10 O
il & T R A2 g Co N,
2.1 BIREFMHABEEENZIE

FUMIE 1 e B RAE i 4 e CNL T
gk YAk, Wang 45 i Se i R R AT g CN, JF
X L R A T AT IR AN 1 TR I
NEFEER. N 1 PR, fERIRR G R, WEE .
SIRE R R R N Yy, R, B b, SRR
= RN T LIAE R A i g CoNL B FTEKAA, i
J5 SR A ST ARIESE T eI s . R B
KB, VIRZ BRRSFEAE Sy 53— Ak, L m] LU o
PRI TG R g C N B i TR [E] i 9R A rp
C: N I A A, A b A8 i B il i <K (CO,
NH,, HLO %) m A W 25, WILirssia o
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Fig.1 Reaction pathway and intermediates for the preparation of g-C;N, using cyanamide as the

precursort!

Wang 45 7 1 Pt/g-Co N, /Dye HIGHE LS
filf K RGEMS . RGEH 5T B WEAR CRUKE L BURUKE =
REMe JRFO X H % ¢ CN, B2 m, LB LLR R
O HT AR AT 4 1 g-Co N, B B ) — i SR 454
A AR A L R AL (84. 2 m* « g 1), i T H
HERRAES R g -GN, (13~20 m* « g ).

BR T AT, POR G SRR o Co Ny B H R T
BB B W . 1 3R 5 il 2 I A 2R 5 i 1)
LA R g CoNy YR AL (GR D, (HX g-
Ca Ny B9 FMBEAT S5 Mt 25 7 A2 FE B2 ) . R T
FIECHEALPEREAY . il B 550 T, g-
Cy Ny BRI 2377 A2 TR 20 AR [ I 7 480 UAF A
&N 251 E ¢ CN, A, iS58 g
CaNy B v AL, A HG L e Tl AR S o, {HL
[l hf g-Cy Ny 17 R s 22 Uil e
2.2 #HEPEFEFESAL eGN,

JRUAE LUBR 28 O i 3R 1A il 45 1) g-Co Ny HA A

SR ER R RTAGE D, H g CN, B RN
SU A AR T AU S AT AR ] & g C N, 1
RU0%~50%) B, PRl gk iR s A R A 4 i
XF g-Cy Ny b e T AR £ 3 AR XA BR . PRt BF ST
NIRRTl & 24l ¢ C N, IR AE.
2.2.1 B AWM % (hard-template method) 48
R (SI0,) BA R4 1) RS 8 Pk 43 B0PE L T 45 1Y
RGFFIALE 45 . gk Si0, ok fi A fL Sio,
e P A AR AROR i A v LU 3R TET AR I 44 0K A RL.
Wang 17 DL 12 nm 19 SiO, 44 >k i %7 (Ludox
HS40, Aldrich) S8t , 8 5ok 45 i i 4K 44 CRUle )
ERH (SIO) 1 Ll 28 1 HA A [F] L 2 i AR
AL B A FL g Co Ny (mpg-C; N, 78 SiO, Al
SRR 1.5 B, mpg-C; N, By L FE 10 R nl
%373 m? g,
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Tab.1 Specific surface area of g-Cy; N, prepared from various

precursors under different polycondensation conditions

Hir A P ({ﬁ&f\%ﬂﬁf iuﬁ) <EE22%-T$> S
L 550 °C, 4 h, air 10 (1]
e 20. 8 [6]

PEaN: 3 550 °C, 4 h, air 13.4

= U 22.8
JR%E 84. 2
=R EE 500 ‘C, 2 h, air 7.1 [7]
550 C, 2 h, air 8.6
600 °C, 2 h, air 11.7
650 °C, 2 h, air 46. 8
JRE 450 °C, 2 h, air 43 [8]
500 °C, 2 h, air 49
550 C, 2 h, air 58
600 C, 2 h, air 77
650 C, 2 h, air 97
JR% 550 “C, 0.5 h, air 52 [9]
550 C, 0.5 h, air 52
550 C, 1 h, air 62
550 °C, 2 h, air 75
550 C, 4 h, air 288
(a)

CY/Sio, [

LA LU FLAE B4 L SiO, S 55— 8w 1l ]
FIRERE M. SBA-15.Si0, 44K [  KIT-6 253 af
VE AR AL B il 46 2 FL g-Co N P 3l i i R
A5 1 TSR A4 T RS R R LB N, AR AR R
g-C,;N,/SiO, &Y, FA M HF s NH, HF, &
2 Si0,, RInrAR 20 & A P 2 4L g Co Ny AL
P b R LR 2).

SO, #BHIE S Z A g-Co Ny 19 il 5%
PAET A Flan Sun Z00 e E T TR
(9 S1O, BUBR B 50 7 W T A TRk 52 )2 1 AL
d, SRJE 5 NH, HF, ZI0BR 25 SiO. Bt 53]
TRBEEMER DA g-CoN, ik (HCNS), i
B2 fros. ofas 450 i 4 8 A J2 v i T FL 25 4
AR T g CN LRI m® « g ), [A
ARl T g-Co Ny XAl LG R I iR Btk HC-
NS 2 8 H AL 5 1 ' i Akt .

Kailasam " ¥ 5 M FOREBR £ 18 19 £ BE VR T
RA . FIHIRERR £ We K i o A2 b 28 50 9 ok — 4
FOREAE Jy RS Al 5 5 V5 J - G 12 AR 5 o R
il & T R fL g Cy Ny, 3 28 I8 75 i B 44 9 i L . Tl
PAFHRE L 270 m® « g 1Y g GNP A
FHiZ 5 3 ] 4l 25 3 K RST B 241 g Co N, Il R4
A, X g-CoN, N HEA EEE L.

B2 vEampA aCN, 8 & AR LSS EER A (b-DH Y
Fig. 2 The synthetic process of hollow g-C; N, sphere (a) and TEM images (b-f) '
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HA B LB S5 M. Liu 550000 550 A ik
B ORI 1 DAEMRIREG S, THEd

HhRURE BRI 7R B A AR R 2R B i R R AL
B mER ARG OV e MU . HEF LB g+
B . BT A5 2 H A 9K 8 M5 45 M g-CoNL.
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Y KA BB A ) T O A L e 1 1% 8 OGO
W G AHE AL TG PEAR L TR ¢-Co N, A W] 42 .
B T SiO,, CaCO; Ut m] LLAE Sy B A5 AR
F 24 g CN, £, Wang''" i i 2 ok 19 w5 4
B R AL H T 24 g CN,, 4 Ca-
CO; BEHT IR SF (300 nm~16 pem) FHEL L, 77K g
CoNy YL R M 10.4 m* « g "2 & 16. 2~

38.6 m* « g ', FAKMIEE oC, N, 1YO6H I
N, R CaCO, AR A BERL A 1 O 25 76 T 0T DL
FR R KW Cn 1 M HCD 548 3% i b v 1 HF
ot NH, HF, B 2% 6 A5 A, AT R 1K R Ak 28 %) g-
CoN, S5H i 8. B 1% 7 36 B i #% (1) CaCO,
WORL R RCR . Bl 45 g-Ca Ny 19 b 28 1 AR w1 OF
AN AT A R T 2 fa)

Tab. 2 The specific surface area of g-C; N, prepared by template method

B AR AR RE SMEGRE, B, S50 RO 2 B D 1 ERHB (m? « =1 SH 3K
Si0; (12 nm) Gl 550 °C, 4 h, air 4 M NH,HF;, 24 h 373 [10]
SBA-15 e 550 C, 4 h. air 4 M NH,HF,, 24 h 239 [11]
SiO, [ %) i 550 ‘C, 4 h, air 10% HF, 24 h 230 [12]
KIT-6 BN 550 “C, 4 h, N, 4 M NH,HF;, 24 h 208 [13]
SiO, Bk s 550 °C, 4 h, N, 4 M NH,HF;, 12 h 79 [14]
fif 3 1 T 600 C, 4 h, N, 4 M NH,HF,, 48 h 28 [16]
MR 2 TR F 550 ‘C, 4 h, Ar 4 M NH,HF;, 40 h 270 [15]
CaCO; XU 550 °C, 2 h, Ny 1 M HCI, 24 h 38.6 [17]
Triton X700 XU 550 C, 4 h. air N. A. He [18]
P123 299
P123 = RE M 600 °C, 4 h, Ar N. A. 30 [19]
BT =R 600 °C, 2 h, Ar N. A. 16 [20]
T = REE 600 C, 2 h, Air N. A. 128 [21]
NH, Cl peEanis 550 °C, 4 h, air N. A. 52.9 [22]
NH,Cl = RE 600 ‘C, 2 h, air N. A. 195 [23]
2.2.2 BRIk (soft-template method) i F MegCN FCEHEEEES. BEWCEERTHRIE

Mg e He R A g-CoNy Al 25 $2 4 TR k=
(] fEL R A T 53R 2 A A A 2 AN Tl A0 1 20 B AR
W R b, kP iR R (AN U IR X g-Ca Ny 1 45
AT — 5 MBI AE . O T el R Ak B 22 fL g
Co Ny 1520, IF 50 N G 22 308 2 T R 50 5%
R BOL R Y B TR S BRI -GNy 1
#. B THERMN S CCHLO SN LR, Xk
53] LATERAIR & b 2 oh DLAR 19 T8 2ORE Tl A 1
WA TR SRR AR 5 BR Y 2D BR.

Wang 851 22480 T — & 51 S H (Triton X-
100.P123.F127 . Brij 30.Brij 58.Brij 76 .1-butyl-3-
methylimidazolium dicyanamide, 1-butyl-3-methy-
limidazolium chloride, 1-butyl-3-methylimidazoli-
um hexafluorophosphate) il £ £ L. g-C, N, , {H{L
B A AR (Triton X-100, B F W) 7] 4 5
g CoNy By H SR T AR AN LR B [l ARBEAR 1Y
i AT S 2551 A C JuZR, DT Jr il 4%

BT AN YOG AR -
Yan S5 T = 3R UK R P123 A A i 3K A
B, Hl4 T I RMAR 30 m® « g B2 AL
g-Cs Ny o 5 T AR AT AR 57 i 75 2 B9 4 i (9 m®
g . T =R S BGR Z A) 5y A BAE
/N PL23 FE R G B Re s A R Bk, LT
il gCoNy iy C & i s) 7 Aa RS, Jf
HZ L g Co Ny X A WL B Y P J& & 700 nm,
2P HR AR B A AR IS k.
2.2.3 & @AM & (gas bubble-template meth-
od)  LAJRZER Ay i 9K 0K v] 5 i #5453 R
AR g-Co Ny 9K Fr s & L 3R BUE i Jat I =2
— ARG IR P AL CO, \H,O fl NH; 4§
SRR, AR B o, P AR B A AT DL B
R g C N, B — & B MR A, (15
g C N, 22 HE R ) M 2 e A8, 2 1 LB R

H¥

S AR AT 2 T i AL
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WFoE A B TE il £ g Co N, B A & 5] A AT L 3d
I RO AT IRAA . B g-Ca Ny i A
A P AR G UM R D A EE R RN g-Co N

He 829 78 g-CoN, il £ o B 0 51 A B U6
i 1 A S AR RO R RO S AR 3 T LA AE

@ (B
)/‘Q'f """"""""" B \3_/
melamine 8rind "‘.J 5. heating .- 88 o
SR ] y \)j)j ) )
oH )
N
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_)") generated _*

J
V)
)

2 = )
2% )h
D00

bubbles off U7 70
sulfur bubble

porous g-C;N,

» 00

50 nm AL ZTL g-C N, K 3 frs. BE&
FeRmA 17 #RF 46 m” » g ', B FIELR
MR S = JRE R B B g Cs Ny 1 I B 4%
VG, PR B A B DA Sy 2 A AL R

51 nm

49 nm

9.

B3 () FRAMEADLEEREE S gCN, #9EA; (b)) $3L g C N, 89 & 50 48 /)

Fig. 3

207

TEM image of porous g-C; N}

He S50 FEREVE A BAL A ST g-C N, (4]
LR, R R A i AR OB ) SR S R
WA, B ¢-CN, i LE R R 18, 6 974
E 128m’ « g ', AT, CHBI AW T gCN,
X AT L W A

NH, Cl #475 fif B 8 B R 7 NH, A1 HCL, (K
P BE G R H R B g-C Ny il 4. Lu 450
H WU R A B A A R th RS 1 57, A 550 C
THEAS AL B TR HAS2.9m” - g 'Y
W= T4k OGNy kR, BRKTRAEEMW ¢
CyN, (2.9 m® « g '), Igbal 210 5% B[] % 1 &
B, FIH = FU AN AR BOni ¥ i 600 °C
HERE2h AR T HHREAEE 195 m® « g "2
fL g-CoNy o R Y 32 TH A 88082 & 17 4 il X &
FHIT B (0 A AR i v .

2.3 HE gGN, &

g CN, BRERABIGHLEH, KHRAEE g
CoN, W 2R HER I . ARG H & g G N,
i, EHERBIER T HE SN, 5k
HoFb 2 ARG 2 AR, A SR AR SRR AT g C N,
FI B IE B )2 B BOL 2 0 4k S5+ . o BE ] LU
e R 4w H b R AL IR, RGN K B BE S ek
AR WL T ) A% 35 R R T T B R L R S O Ay
BRL 3 R JE O AR L T Y A . AT X O

(a) Schematic illustration for sulfur-bubble templated preparation of porous g-C;N,; (b)

L PERE M PE TR B EZAEH. Wik, ¢ CN, 1)
BB R Sk B Ry B E AR, 20
FEN G220 SR F 3 88 A0 B 0 1 ik g-Co N, i
TR, R 3 84 TR g-C N, BRI ik
Ko il £ )2 g-Co Ny 9 Lo 3% 1 AR
2.3.1 #F & Fx  Niu Z2 5 51 = R 500 H
& TR g C Ny, SR TETF U R PO [A)R T #4
AhFE g-C N, o FBAMFE S 2 SR AR AU, SR
A it P 5 47 1 30 2R 05 ) o R AR B T R B R o
G N, MPER, WiE 4 Fin. #0885 AR R AL 2
~3 nm, HWEREHM 50 HKZE 306 m* » g ' LG
PR B TE A R OB S R, Wl g CN, 2%
WK T 0.2 eV, {H T BB AR A B
i B TE Z4E V1 T A UL AT SR AR T e AL 4y
fif K T SRR B . IR — R R AT AL
TR 4 =4 e C N, 99K F i s, B g
C Ny 7E A 1F T 1 S Ak 18 B T B K A R i 5 2k
(723 6 %6) , A It BR il 1 e py

Dong % ] Fi 8 Ik 1 0 77 3K 4K 1 4 T o
CiNy s RJGHE 550 CHMTRMEME T 21
g Co Ny Gk, o H b R AU 27 $2 /& 151
m’ e g, FERAALIRBIATIL 0.51 em® » g7 'L W
Feum AU AR FLAR R B O, R RS Y )
AR TG AERT FH & A, IR T g
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Tab. 3 The specific surface area of thin-layer g-C; N, prepared by exfoliation

WA e-CaNy 4% B S ﬂgﬁ,ﬁtuf *“%me 3 3k
MM (m? < g71) MM (m? « g71)

W ME 550 °C o 4 h, air B 500 C. 2 h,y &K 50 306 [24]
Bk 550, 2 h, air PP B 550 C, 2 h, %% 27 151 [25]
Rk g-C3 Ny Carbodeon Ltd (Finland) B 400 °C, 2 h, H, 27 260 [26]
UM 550 °C o 4 h, air f2p 388 98% HoSO., itk 8 h 43 205. 8 [27]
SR 550 T, 2 hoair fL3# 85 0.1 M NaOH, /K#4b#E 18 h 7.7 65 [28]
XUFME 520 °C 5 4 h, air 1b2E R85 g-Cs Ny /DMF/ =R F e, v, Bk 9.38 116. 76 [29]
=BE N 550 °C, 2 h, N, Ab2# #85 ¢-C3N, /Li/ Ammonia/Ar 7.72 22.5 [30]
Bl g-C5 N, Carbodeon Ltd (Finland) HWAH B S AE, 10 h N. A. 384 [31]
S 600 T, 2 h, air AR B K, 16 h N. A. N. A. [32]
=AU 550 T, 4 h, air #75 # B Ethanol/H,0,1PA/H,O,DMF/H, 0 12.5 59.4 [33]

Bulk g-C;N, g-C;N, nanosheets
T
SR
s
S
TR
e B i i
Bulk g-C;N, g-C;N, nanosheets

B4 #AHEEHNE CN, gk /P
Thermal exfoliation for thin layer g-C;N,
[24]

Fig. 4

nanosheet preparation

Qiu % 7 H, 4 K, 400 °C #h4b 2 g
CoNy 158 TR 2 nm 247 B9G0 K Fr . DT A7
RO FE L R AU 27 $271 3] 260 m* « g ' H,
A B Ry s AR A PR OB, g-Ca N J ) 1Y U
U FEAE T 78 ohb B ok A rh SR O . [W] I i T
FaoE iy C-H Bl 7wl 2 g-CoNy 1y 518 HE AL
TR R PAE IR BT T g-Co N, B4 AL, BRIt ]
W7 A g2 e CNL K i Rl
B
2.3.2 HFFEFE 2 Hummer’s method #| 5
A BRI T R R & Xu SEPTR] VR B2 (98 0)
VE R ST BEIR ¢-Cs N, J2 18] 1935 FE 46 gy Fn C-C\

C-N I:ms, IIMSEE T ¢ C Ny ik R8s, 15
FITIEEMHR 0.4 nm B H)ZE gCN,, /T H
S AR AL 2 A 7K i S R i R B 1 0. (AR A
FrikHE g CoNy AR 60% ., A #2512
6], I H H, SO, 1 B2 72 52 30l B 1 2 1Y 5C B
ik e B (50%. 75%) H,SO, A~ e A 3 3 &
g-C3Ny.

B TSR R, BV R B OR B OBh R B g
C;N,. Sano ™ ] 0.1 M NaOH 7K #4b 3 -
CyN, (150 °C, 18 h), A LAA & BE % g CN, R
T g W o A B p AL g-CoNy o AT R H: T 35
FAM 7. 745 65 m® » g ', LT A B B
Hang T HOGMEAL JBR NO 6

Ma 550 JF e 7 —Ff 75 8 2R 8 g-Ca Ny 1Y
Tk, KGR g CNy BT oA = RE M N N-—
HH 35 HH ke (DMIF) 7K 5 W T s A6 TRV v 3 R A
PR — o B ] BP AT A AR B g CoNy ., 13 3 )2 ¢
C;N, gk . DMF 1] U4 A g-Co N, B2 ], Ik
ANREAR T 2 8] B AR AR O B2 5 )2 Z 1Y
s, SREREA AT —-SBRESEREZ
B] AR B A D 3E R 2 5 2 2 e A (8], A
FEAE X 7 L) 2 R BRI AT SE B g-Co Ny (R . BR
ez Ah, Lit A g-CoNy A 2 E] ] DLAT 250 B
g-C Ny, 193] 440k FH0
2.3.3 BEHB X TEgCN, (2, HEE
N MHRE SR Z RN %, FH
R 7 IR Bl Bl 1) ik AT L R O A R Ty AT A AR
FIEg g-CyNy .y fHEIE g-Co N, 9Kk .

Yang %0 22 FH 52 9 BE (TIPA)  N-FT 2t
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W Le i (NMP) | PR R 2 BEAE R i 700 R
WA T BB g CoN,. SER R NMP & — Ff
AR BE S TAE 4 g-Co N, gk A HLE A
{H NMP {49 5508 (202 °C), EMERE 2, Xt
g C N, WIREfi AR, 256 % %, fEH Bk
£ IPA R KA 75 3 8 ¢-C Ny 1A HLI 7.
FIEE . g CN Gk EENAH 2 nm, KR IH
N3k 384 m” » g ', 7E IPA v g-C; N, 442K Fy af
PRERKA4MA, FFHSEMEEAE ¢CN, M
Hoo HLff 7E g CoNy g4k B o (9 1% 338 B B AR
T 75%.

FAF A A A B0 R 7R R B, SR
FETH AE 5 Bk R B AR S A R BB M DL, B8 7 R
BRI RN £ 8. Zhang 250 R FH 0 ROBE L 3
BAAFKAFERE (102 m) » m 2) 5k g-C,N,
(115 mJ » m B RMUCE, K bFHKAE R 58
F, AR EHAS T KRR g CoNy Kk .
1 5 T A HLIE A . BRI g Co N, 4h
KA JEEEALN 2.5 nm., [H 3R 80 H 42 4 10 S i 1k
PEfE.

HIR A 75 3 B ik e 13 8l R I i) ¢ G N,
gk R, (BT A B S HOR T g-Ca Ny 1R B IR
(~0.3mg -+« L"), AFTHEMASENH. H T HH
P R B Y 1 A R B e-C Ny gk R A
W, Lin S5l IR A9 1 (O BE /K SR B /K
N N- 2 H 3 R/ AO % @-Cy Ny BEFT 8 75 5 5
PASTEE N 0. 38 nm By B2 Yk R, [F A g
CoNy BRI 3 mg » L', RN HITT T
A 1) St

3 g CN, W EL N

3.1 EASBAHEESMES

S RER B (140 MJ » kg D IEE THREA
Fpkkb, I H A be & A ik, P
TS T BEVR. ) K BH BB 8 1k 4 A K i £ S
A MARAR I i Dk 6 VR 5 A BR 85 T e ) ARG
PR Z — . [RGBy e 280 R 2 4 K BH g
BN E BN 2 —. 3T ¢ C N, Sk
S AT WG ALK 43 il SR E B H DGR
o7 FH B AF 98 A 0o

TE ST AR A L A Ak TR Y 2 T A b R N &
A, PR g-Ca Ny 1Y F 2% T AR RE 8 Sk i
S 7 A4 T 22 1 SR A7 e s ) B A R T R
S AR 4 fih . T LA S8 v O 4 1k 43 i K

IR, F TR ASE A | Bl 45 7 i il s i 2 4L g
C;N, (porous gC;N) 5K AHEE A ¢Cy N, (bulk
g-C;NOAH LG He 3R T A — % Al 3 m— % 2= 80
TG AR JFUK i A RGBT 3 | K2 1~2 DK
Y. Wang 572009 41 A g-Cs N, 1E K6
PEALT 53 il K A, Tl 45 AR AH ¢-Co Ny L R T
ML 10 m* « g 'y PEBYRCELA N 10,7 pmol
«h ', 2012 4 Wang Z"YFIH S1O, i A5AT 1 5
Trhzs g CoN, ek, R B iR AH ¢-C N, 42
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