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Study of pectin methylesterase PtoPME34-1 regulating
drought resistance in Populus tomentosa

DENG Ai-Wen, LI Qing-Yao, YANG Wen, XIAO Chao-Wen
(College of Life Sciences, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China )

Abstract; To explore the function of pectin methylesterase (PME) in forest plants, in this study, we
cloned the Arabidopsis thaliana PME34 homologous gene PtoPME34-1 from Populus tomentosa » and e-
lucidated the biological function of this gene in Populus tomentosa. Bioinformatics analysis shows that
the similarity between the PtoPME34-1 gene of Populus tomentosa and the PtrPME34-1 of Populus to-
mentosa is 100%, and the similarity of the sequence with AtPME34 of Arabidopsis thaliana was 93%.
Tissue specific expression analysis shows that PtoPME34-1 gene is expressed in all tissues, with higher
expression levels in the basal stems and xylem, and the lowest expression level in the old leaves. The re-
sults of subcellular localization show that GFP- labeled PtoPME34-1-GFP fusion protein is localized in
the cell wall of tobacco leaves. The overexpression of PtoPME34-1 gene significantly improved drought
resistance of Populus tomentosa. The double mutants of Populus tomentosa PtoPME34-1 and
PtoPME34-2 increased the degree of pectin methylesterification level and drought resistance. These re-
sults confirm that PtoPME34-1 plays an important role in regulating plant development and drought
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stress resistance.

Keywords: Cell wall; Pectin methylesterase; Drought stress; Poplar

1 5 5

AR R ST AR A SN Iz
HEZTME = . 24 REKGMTE AR A
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BENE Ry 1 5 2558 55 0 400 A0 L R A58 1) — 1 Bt &4
IR A 2ok 2 55 0 1 0 i 3z 8 DDA ST 4
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2.1 #HRFRF

P4 B E 4 (Popilus trichocarpa) , ¥ Y Js
RNA $HGRF] & (Bioflux) . 2 % 5817 & ( Taka-
ra) , (7 Pk B DNA R 4 i (Vazyme), gPCR TB
green Taq [ fiff (Takara) , [ il ¥4 P9 ¥ filf (NEB) ,
T4 DNA 3450 (NEB) , 5 {442 B 4l b 1857 £ (O-
mega) » KM FT B DHS o, MR A FT B GV3101, I
AL 5 3 2% K pBIL21-GFP, 440 ik 42 3 22 1k
pCXSN, S A iR k4K pYLCRISPR/Cas9.
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B AR P 800 i R AR AT R F R R PR
Y1 10 min, PURTEGEG 7R & TR 2 b G 5%
2 d. BRI MKIR AR B R R 3L AR 2 G SR SE R A AR B
FRILPHEFE R 8 em WA G B AR 2 £ B FIH
T2 22 UM O 1B AR AT BH 1 7 i R A R

2.2.5 H P& Crispr HMAk##E  7EMG (ht-
tp://cbi.  hzau. edu. cn/cgi-bin/CRISPR2/
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FHRAT, FE IR B0 10 min. B 200 pL F3E WA
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Tab. 2 Methanol standard and absorption value

®1 FIAEBBRINERSRLE e PEESRL 171000 HEPES ODus
Tab. 1 Galacturonic acid standard and absorption value /ug T/ pg buffer/pL
= = 1 0 0 500 0
i Dga/li; B 21;(1:13:11 Sl bz 2 1 1.26 498. 74 0.11
1 0 0 400 0 i
) 10 10 360 0. 02 3 2 2.52 497. 48 0.19
3 20 30 320 0. 09 4 4 5. 04 494. 96 0. 35
4 40 160 240 0.17 ) 8 10.1 489. 9 0. 66
g 60 240 160 0. 27 6 16 20. 2 479. 8 1.15
6 80 320 80 0. 36
7 100 400 0 0.5
3 slF5
Tab. 3 Primer list
ElE/E2 S H1FH (53" ik
PME34-1-F ATGGGATACGAAAGGCTCGG PtoPME34-1 J£[H 5Ll
PME34-1-R CTATATGCTTAATCCGGCC PtoPME34-1 $: X 5i [
PME34-1-qPCR-F TTGAAAGTTGGGAGGAAGAAATGG qPCR
PME34-1-qPCR-R GTGTGGAATGTGGTGATGTGG qPCR
PME34-1-RT-F CTGTATCGGCCATACAAGCC RT-PCR
PME34-1-RT-R GAGTGCACGTAGAGGGTGTC RT-PCR
PME34-1-BamH1-F AACGATACTCGAGGGGGATCCATGGGATACGAAAGGCTCGGAC  jFFiAa Aty gt
PME34-1-BamH1-R GGGAAATTCGCTAGTGGATCCCTATATGCTTAATCCGGCCAAG T IR A
AtU30-1-T1-F GTCAGAAATCGCCTCCATTAGTCG PME34-1 Crispr mgs
AtU30-1-T1-R AAACCGACTAATGGAGGCGATTTC PME34-1 Crispr pgl5
AtU61-1-T2-F ATTGCATGTCTTGGAGATAGCCT PME34-1 Crispr #jl
AtU61-1-T2-R AAACAGGCTATCTCCAAGACATG PME34-1 Crispr w5
AtU629-1-T3-F ATTGTTGACATAGGAGATTCCCG PME34-1 Crispr w5
AtU629-1-T3-R AAACCGGGAATCTCCTATGTCAA PME34-1 Crispr R

PME34-1-Crispr-F CAGGCGTGCATTAATTAGACC

PME34-1-Crispr-R GGAGGATGGTGAGACGGTG
PME34-2-Crispr-F CATCAACGAGCCACAACTTG

PME34-2-Crispr-R GGGGTATTTATGTCCTTCACTC

PME34-1 Crispr BT %5
PME34-1 Crispr FHPE% &
PME34-2 Crispr A% &
PME34-2 Crispr JA:% &

3

3.1

ERS

E B ProPME34-1 £ [F i 52 & 0 [ IR 14
S
BH W (Populus tomentosa) Jg T ¥ )@, 76+
FE 67 )z B T bRk Ak, R o6 6 A 0
DRt T EA MOl B A BA o B
LUV E X TR E A Y 4 BE DR A 00 A ke
b TR R B 2245 (Populus trichocar pa) B4

AT A FEP LI 3 . v] LR 545 1 800 14 )
U8 e B AR I H AR IE A L B4 7 5L R D BE A0 AT
mE 1 Ca) fif s, A [FAE Y b X & A
PtoPME34-1 J H[a] AR 109 )7 41, JRZ A B E
SRR T ) PMEL 25 #4381 PME 25 #4) 35 1) 24
SRR E. 7 A 25 B, A S PtoPME34-1
FEWN BT AT S BE R 1 5 #1565 WS PR S 25 A 0
PMEI 254438 fl PME 454938, J& T 45 — 2% (Type
DPME W 5% J% 85 . il i 2 FE R ) 91 [) 1 EE X
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%, 2,95 R0k P B8 PtoPME34-1 8454 7 T RAFA

G307 AT IR ST AtPME34 FIE R 1Y Ptr-
PME34 5% {1 PtoPME34 A % 1 [F IR 1.
T2 B R AN A G R FRATIE FH 2 2R R
FPFN X AT T 2 57 50 e g e e . 1
(b) s B E AR ST PME JER K5 R 58
RBRFR GO R O RR AL ITA R
I B &y PME £ K & B 1 (o) iR hy
PtoPME34-1 N H W& F ) R G, EAH
PtoPME34-1 5 £ H ¥ PtrPME34-1 ( Potri.

012G014500. 1) fii F [ — 4 k. B H &
PtoPME34-1 5 £ $ 4% PuPME34-1 J 51 4 {8l t:
Bk 10020, 5 R IF AcPME34 J3 51 AH B4
93%., 5 & [ 4 PtoPME34-2 J3 51 A U P 1 ik
100%. R LB AR 25 R, PtoPME34-1
SRRV Hp 1 [ U R A 7R Ak R v R AR ST
HRE R P EEEE PME 7ERIY A KR i R
(1% FEZEVE .

[PtoPME34-1 SSNS N K<IqNl NV AZAS A AR ARIL LR OK 2N IRKPTRATSKRICIIT] IIJ I(ﬂ SLLDFPCOM -*ES DL VH]
PtoPME34-2 SGTSFNMN AR |1 AD I AZIS AVAY AL LIGEERTR 12 RKPTOATY

PtrPME34-1 SSNSFTIN 4K || RV AZIS AART ARIL LIWIROK 1N RKP

PtrPME34-2, SCTSFNIN AR | 1WA EEA ] AZS AVAY VL LIGEIRTK 12

AtPME34 TSTT <13 (VRS T RIS IR UA AR TGV R 126G - - LA

AtPMEPCRF| v s K] L AUC RN AR K- - L

ZjuPME34 ss LK 1 | EAAN TS AU VNG | SURTK 2GS VLHE

RchPME34 SRS s AKL 1O I T AAAVAT VL | AMRSK L

CpaPME34 S¢S ARKL | NSNS AV TRIL VIERIAT M

CsaPME34 TITT A RF] RV YA I ACYIRSR 146 - - L AR 3]
[BnaPME34 T NV N AR (VRS | VERARIEAAR | [RECY REY 13 L m—uu«m Ill!-l uum-luqau AS]
PtoPME34-1 B CIRNAUNYE TR © GS Elmﬂm‘Qlﬂ(*l(ﬂlE V] K[-'Illmmmﬂ.‘T
PtoPME34-2 LS VVISVIRERR O A T GS 7 /(BN SAALTNRIDTCH DM LILKDLTELVONCLA T PSS!
PUrPME34-1 i B RN E R [SIRE0 VI TWL S AAL TNRIDTCE l(ﬂiE V] JSLKOLTELVONC TA
PUPME34-2 TENAUNE TR VIS GS [WIQM(K" V] WLKDLTELVONCLA | FOOK
APME34 S ARIRS PV VR O A Y [TWLS W mmum 24
AtPMEPCRF b 11N PR v' S a0°m
ZjuPME34 R LRI oP GS m Rmuummm.w
RChPME34 GS V] K.mmm T
CpaPME34 GS M QTR AR WAL 5
CsaPME34 le I-‘-- lll(d!l(ﬂliE V] cmavrs
BnaPME34 (TWL S S ALTARIETCHECELIEV]

PtoPME34-1 Il“ﬂ']lll.’ [0CS CTKT 1 SEATRKKAP ERC] mmllm.mm [ERNLKVORKKINLMETCDO] (ﬂﬂll]
PtoPME34-2 JOCNCTIRKTT SEATKKAP ENOURRIV EENNLKVORKKE DCK
PUrPME34-1 3 m-nm l'XG!lll l{lﬂiﬂlmlﬂliﬁ mmﬂiﬂ LLRNLKVORKKIINLME 1 QD) (ﬂ‘llll
PUPME34-2 Vgl || Tmm.uqm LENNLKVORKKE mmm:xe aam
AtPME34 ! Il.!]]llﬂK[’Xtﬂ[t‘ll SROURREI T YVKACR INLMPVCD O
AtPMEPCRF L QAD 1] HHSI.I.I [VIVVKAGRVE mﬂdlld
ZjuPME34 § ID!I]\'MK[!XG.![QI m o] GRYE INLMPTCDO
RChPME34 SRlVQAD TIVOLS PEM RUVIVVRACRYA M

CpaPME34 ol LQAD TIIVOIID ONC A AP ENONRRIIT T YVRAGR Vi GO}
CsaPME34 ol QAL TIVOIDONC TIK T I SEATKKAP OMSHRRELL T Y VKAGCR VE INLMEVODOK
BnaPME34 R TRAD THVERCCRNCTRK T S EATRRAPOMSERRITTVVR AGRVEENNTKVCRRK] v

POPME34-1  IKESCIIRY F (Y HIAM - IS GACFTE mﬂm}mﬂ‘mﬂ‘ﬂ (mmrnmmmu«»mm Ll!mm [CKN A DPNONTCH
PLOPME34-2  FXECEENY F ¥ NIMUMME : AOHAVVYRCN NG YOO ROFE Ll(‘v [QKNT I TAQ PNONTC
PUPME34-1 K€ [NV F (¥ HIMMANE mmn(emx-)mrmmmu(d»mm-)n(me JOKNT 1 TAONRKDP NONTCH
PUPME34-2  FXECEENY F (¥ NI : % CNTHCYODREYVHONROFE > oN Q PNQ
APME34 GRS TLBIN TTT P HTASFAATCAGE TS §KHOAVA LR TG mxmm.umﬂ[ﬂmmlmnm;m: IRECOTVC

AtPMEPCRF QKo RO T TFHTATFAATOAGE 1] QAVALRVCE LY VHONROFE

ZjuPME34  EXSLLERY <[5 H mnmlmem-]mx‘mx lmsm- EEVVHSNROFS

RChPME34 LENY GFTARD | TFENVACPRRHOAVALRVGADHAVVYRCN TIGYO ORIV VH SNROF]

CpaPME34 S CORN VRIS LT TPRTAS FAATOAC BKHOAVALRVOA CNTHOYODIRE VVHONROF

CsaPME34 e LN F "Mlln: mmnaﬁmcn’q:mxmnau(mm IRECD

BnaPME34 T F () NYA WG Y OON

PloPME34-1  INNEIR CLUMWR - (610 RSEA L Ol VG YNGR

POPME34-2 2 CANWAT SO AT ORIV VOEVVNCR Hﬂu v.‘{ulsn
PUPME34-1  IIRSGI CLANWE - S[IN WORBIEAL DL Y YO L YMNMOR RACL oM
PUPME34-2 IS CLANWAT S| RIEAL DL Y YO E YVN - lli.\\mmvmm&mvmn
APME34 [ TRV LA UEACORTYVCEVLN 1 AL (RSN CRY 7. (18311
APMEPCRF ISR CLAMWA T [EALOSL Y YO YV MEAS RCLol
ZjuPME34 AlGR | LASO L] IBALDRL Y YGE VM

RChPME34. VS THALER | LARRID L) Iﬂ.‘ﬂﬂnm

CpaPME34 AR T LALS [LYYGE YV

CsaPME34 |1 S T HARRYV L ANSID LSERENOS Tlﬂ‘(li)nt{m

BnaPME34 ISR “[VAWAT (51N AT (ehn Iﬂ!ﬂmﬂiﬂllmﬂlﬂﬂ RIEALDEL Y VOE VLN

PMEI domain

PMEI domain

PtoPME33-1 -
PirPME33-1
PtoPME33-2

100
100

100L PuPME33-2

ZjuPME34

99

RehPME34
CpaPME34
BnaPME34
AtPME34
ﬂsaPMEM

AtPMEPCRF

, Potri.012G014500|
— Polri 015G013700
o :T3G492201
roed —Potri np 33700

100

0.05

A1 PtoPME34-1 ¢ 2 &85 5] Bl Rt Fe R 5K F SR4eA
(a) ZYFih PtoPME34-1 [ LR 741 RSP Lb T s (b) & A ARG 5+ PME ﬁl%ﬁ%m/‘??fiﬁfm (¢) PtoPME34-1 K [AlJi2E
1 R GE A
Fig. 1 Sequence homology alignment and phylogenetic tree of PtoPME34-1 amino acids
(a) Sequence homology alignment of PtoPME34-1 amino acids in multiple species; (b) phylogenetic relationships of the PME family be-
tween Populus tomentosa and Arabidopsis thaliana; (c) phylogenetic tree of PtoPME34-1 and its homologous proteins
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3.2 PtoPME34-1 EEMTIHMEE LI EEHR

e H LR RS (PME, EC3. 1. 1. 11, 45 )\ K6k
KA G TR 2 FER TR 4 s A 4 A R
AT DA 2 [ 5~ 2000 1 1 45 ) 3 v > L b e
MR GalA BRHE C-6 Lb iy HI 3, AT I 4% B s AL B
FF R B AT . 38 3 M Chetp: //www. cbs.
dtu. dk/services/ TargetP) Fi il I 7~ PtoPME34-1
5 AT RELE A BE H 25K, b T KIE PtoPME34-1
BB A0 B v, AT T SOt A
GFP #rict PtoPME34-1 A4 22 I8 204, 18 3 4k
FFERA S 04 5 1R BT e AL R 0 e, 1 OB IR 2R
RIS GFP 288 5%, A 2(a) frs. FH
PEXT BR 2] pBI121-GFP 7£ 45 55 i P 40 B Hh %) B
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Fig. 2 Subcellular localization and tissue-specific expression of PtoPME34-1
(a) Subcellular localization of PtoPME34-1, bar, 20 um; (b) tissue-specific expression of PtoPME34-1

3.3 T EFRIL PtoPME34-1 EQHTH R4S
WE 3Ca) s . AR T 8 A har (1 BHPES
W ProPME34-1 W) AR, qPCR Al 285 5 3iE
S: ProPME34-1 TER BEHAR & 1,3,8 iRk =
R E (& 3(b)). Bl 3(a) M IEH Bk G L T Y
FEAR B 3Ce) s Ik BEK 5 R B ZFEEIFFH MK
36 /NI P REAR. 25 R R, i 238 ProPME34-1
FE AR T 5 a0 152 /K5 TR &2 i, T B AR AU (Y
AR AR T4, X L] ProPME34-1 JEPH i & %
IRBE TR T S
3.4 XUELE& PtoPME34-1 1 PtoPME34-2 &4
RS
ikt G B R DI REIUAY , FATRI A CRISPR/ Cas9

Z % 3K 18 T ProPME34-1 F1 H [F ¥ 5
PtoPME34-2 WG ARRRR R g Hrp 4 4> 5848
AR 2 A A0 7000 5 Az A A4 i 4 Ly o SR
JE 4 FR TS AL R BE . G0 T8 4 Ca) TR » PO 58 738 bk 2 SR
Ji 5 e A B 2 R R N A (o) i, 5 B A A
FHEL - S AR AR F) S e FEY R AR B B 2 T s ik A
ZARR I PtoPME34-1 il PtoPME34-2 3L 33k
K- 8 A ) 194 SR s R G G P T A, 2R
e B IR A R B FiE 108055 5 B S U e Y AL T
1. BEAbh, Crispr 28 AR (AR MR T 2 2K 5 WAE YK =
S, R — o R I P (B 4o,

066004-6



% 644 R, . ORI T BB PtoPME34-1 A4 4 7 -F AR % 58 &

Relative expression level

L&
N § TS § & WT PioPME34-10E

A 3 PwoPME34-1 AREZRARGLOHO R TFH
(a) BFLERIFN ProPME34-1 JEPR i 53838 B B IR AR s (b) qPCR R ProPME34-1 B[RRIk K5 (o) T 538 5 16 HAmET A4
AUHE IR R
Fig. 3 Overexpression of PtoPME34-1gene enhances drought resistance of Populus tomentosa

(a) Overexpression of PtoPME34-1gene inPopulus tomentosa ; (b) relative expression of PtoPME34-1 in overexpressed lines; (¢) over-
expression lines of Populus tomentosa under drought stress
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Fig. 4 Deletions of PtoPME34-1 and PtoPME34-2 genes reduce the degree of pectin methyl esterification and improve
the drought resistance of plants

(a) Pectin content of mutants(n=5, * % P < 0. 001, t-test); (b) the degree of pectin methylesterification of mutants; (c) mutant
lines of Populus tomentosa under drought stress
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